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# 3

Anniversa ry SPACHWARP 6
Sen 1947
"No than't you," said Morgan Botts. 'No beer for m-" hendte, Y

I stared at the c-fan-inventor unbelievingly. His unshaven face
wore an exnression of profound melancholy. He was toying with a couple
of ball-bearings, rolling them here and there on the marble-topped tav-
ern table. 1 scenged one of his stories.

uItve never nown you to refuse a drink,* I tol¢ him, *“What's mo-
ing on here?*

"his is September the 15th, Botts repliec. I ncver dein'c.cn
the }SGh of Sentember -- it's a trivute to the memorv of Jock MacTav-
Tahs

"Wio's Joct MacTavish?"

®Thpt, my boy, is a long story. It involves that famous o0l¢ pro-
mag, Scicniific Techni-Tales, a practical joke, anc¢ a revolutionary
scientific (iscovery., 1L must as' you to kecep what I am going %o relate
in strictceu confidence, for it's a dangerous secret.®

I acrecd never to repeat his worus. Botts did not begin at once
however. Insiead, he watched with gloomy intentness as I ook, Qe
pull at my foaming stein. At last he broke the silence.

"Drink is tlhe curse of the working classes, he said,

o, I wondered if he had suddenly gone batty. This coul¢a's be the
Morsan Botus I %new! Botts saw my loox of amazement.

tT111 start at the beginaing," he said, *Which was_bac’k about 1957
when I was a staff writer on Scientific Techni-Tales. Do you remember
the mag?™ AN S I s RN )

"Yeah,” I answered. “That was the one that spranz up to fill the
gap after somebody set off an atomic bomb in Astounding-s edi torial
offices, wasn't it?d

Correct, ST-T bore down heavily on the science sizle, In fact,
S0 mAny of tac stories were based on logical cevelopments of cirrent
science that 1t became routine for the U.S. Patenlk Office to chegk ST-T
first 1u thdir patent searches,*

[ To el e .

What did you do as 2 staff writer?"

“Wcll,",sgid)BoutsJ rubbing hig stutbled jowl with the beck of
one callouscd hand, *I Use¢ to supply all those little filler articles

A Al r Y, - Y o ] w e . .
for ??-1. You %now, paracraphs about new scientific discoverics, bio-
granhical ekctches of famous scientists, that sort of thing,"

“0h., An¢ Joc't Maclavish?™

#%cep vour shirt on! Tet me tell this in my own wayl® Apparantl:
o- 2 50 &) q e . . . )
abstaincnce froin his favorite brew (idn't improve Morgan's temper any.

‘ "IE soonnbecgge a matter of pride to me to dig up more and more
obscure facts for SI-T fillers,’ Botts continued. #Often the bits of
information were so incredible that readers wrote in to chiec's on our
sources of information. As time went on, ST-T became an accented aush-
ority ou scicuce. [ befan to notice stories in comneting s.fimags hased
on information which had first anneared in our nublication. Most of
the stories were written by Jock MacTavish,®

*I suppose you wveren't very ! 1 i inspirati ‘

] o} ! nAap about being

St Diors e y Py eing an inspiration teo

*Natﬁrally not. IL toox me a long Lime to ficure ouni; a way to get
revenee, hovever, After all, I had,no £ thet thi [a ¢

vene 10V . ; . ¢ no proof thot this MacTavish was

getling his info from SI-T, and there was M6thing I coul¢ have done a-
bout it, anyhow,"



"Tv waSn't'very ethical of him, was;;p?"‘ ‘ : »
"Well, I've often debated that point. It's a matter of opinion,®

One of Botts' ball-bearings rolled off the table at “his point,
and he conducted & long search down on hands and %nees before he could
locate it, I seized the opportunity to take a few refreshing gulps of
beer, I hated -to sit' there drin'ing with Botts across the table and no
stein in front of him, It didn't seem natural, somehow,. '

"At last I found the weak point in MacTavish's character,”™ Botts
resumed -his narrative, returning to the table with the fugitive bearing
clutched triumphantly in his hand. "He made his living by writing stf,
but his hobby -~ one might even call ithis ruling passion -- was scien-
tific research. He had one of the finest private laboratories in the
country, in which he tested the theories on which he based his yarns.

I learnec¢ all this from an autobiographical article he wrote for a fan-
zine, " : :

"What éood did that information do you?" I wanted to “now,

Mon't you gee? t ¢.me the opporiunity to squelch him thqrough-
ly., He Wo s grouceof h%s'ggziity as a gﬁemkst'agd phyggc%st, and 59 geg
once begen a nlece of research he was so stubborn that nothing could
sidetrack aim until it was carried to a conclusion,™

. ."I begin to understand," I told Botts, ™You intended to get him so
involved in research that hé wouldn't have time t> write ~ny more stf?v

"That's right,® Botts answered. "It was a difficult plan, however,

since he WAS an excellent scientist. Then, one evening after I had ®n-
sumed mAny, many steins of beer, I got an inspiration,*

*Yes?" I asked breathlessly, as he hesiteted, plainly in the grip
of strong emotion, S

Mell, I decided that no genuine problem would stump him for long
-~ he knew too much about science. The only solution was to make the
trap so ovvious that he would pass right over it without noticing.

Forthwith I stagzered back to the ST-T office and dashed off a few para=-
graphs for t'e next issue," :

®What about?v

"Well, I said that an obscure Hindu scientist had found a new way
to releasc atomic energy. He merely put a copper and a stocl sphere,
each onc centimeter in diameter, into an aluminum crucible, and whirled
the whole thing around in a hi-speed centrifuge. I put in a lot of

double-talk theory about atomic interaction under the stress of centri-
fugal force, and stuff like that.,” .

"You printed that in the hekt §pientific Techni-Tales?"

i "Yes, ® Botts said, his voice hardly more than a whisper. "It was
Just_the sort of Lhing MacTavish would use as the basis for a stf tale.

fnd I 'mew his first step would be to duplicate the exneriment in his
own laboratory,*® o ‘ .

“Sounds nuts to me,".

"frue, but it seemed li%e a good idea at the time."

"Well, what hapoened?* |

"That's just it," hissed Botts, twisting the tio bearings between

hiS fingeI‘S. One was red(:iSh- ellow ‘the Other gilver I noticed.
“It worked!™ he sighed, Ty - =2 s



T stared at him speechlessly.

Mon't you understand, man? _It yorked! I thought he'd waste a few
weeks in trying the experiment. I ha mpde my article H~urpesely vague
and ambizuous in spets so that he'd have to try several dozen experi-
ments beforc ¢iscovering the hoax. But--%

bk uBut?® I echoed, as he paused, his shoulders sha'ting with inaudible

%Jock MacTavish blew himself and his whole laboratory off the face
of the Barth on the evening of 15 September 1952 Every year since,
I've laic¢ off the beer on thie fiftecenth, in memory of him, "

The tavern clock% struck midnight. Bott®e paused for an infinites-
imal instant, then his hand reachec¢ across the table and grasped my
stein of bcer. The two bearings rolled off the edme of the table and
made two little clicks as they struck the woocden floor, Thev were
plainly 2udible above the sound of Botts guzzling beer.

Jhe- barber-Calgmg G gy

¢ Iook at the oldie I found in a junk shop this morningl® I greet-
e¢d Morgzen Sotts, triumphantly waving a tattered pulpmag with a lurid
cover. Botis itowered his =svein carefully to the table »nd conned a
pair of greasy horn-rimmcd glasses waich he fished from his shirt pock-
et. Bagerly he bent forwarc to examine my prize.

"A 1952 Flabbergasting *dventures,™ I chortled, "and with a lead
story by Barber, toolW

"WondcrfullW Botts agreed, nostalgis and several beers tingeing
his voicec. "Well do I remember those old days, when fan fought fan
with a bister, undying hatred, all because of the famous Barber Enigma.™
He applied himself morosely to his beer,

"o, this is a good story,®™ I chuckled, éeeply absorbed in the dog-
eared pagcs. ™Barber is telling about how every tree is inhobited by
a spirit of life; and that when somebody cuts the tree down, the spirit
remains in thc wood, scheming and planning for revenge upon humanity."

» Botts hasitily swallowed his mouthful of beer in orcdcr to renly.
aYeah, I rcmcamber he once challenged any fan to prove that when a scaf-
fo}d brcaks an¢ drops a cearmenter to his deatih, it is not caused by the
evil spirits of the trecs., He always claimed the spirits talked to him
by tanping in morse code on the inside of his s'tull.”™

1o ﬁCorny! wasn't it?" I rejoined, "Especially when the editor of
_ngpprgigp%ng Adventures, Raymond A, Handley, backed Barbor up by as-
serting ©hat many a man has bcen carted off to a booby haich for hear-

ing noises ia 1is heacd when a2ll the time it is mere -l nerseocuti
of the wool-snirits, brély Bac pen SqelaaQR

"What zot me,® replied Botis thru the foam of a fresh beaker, “was
the way scgewba}l% from Aall over the country wrote in to FA telling
how taey, ©oo, nad encounterec the evil spirits, or relatin; now a two-
b;Tfogr_aad'oncc.fallen on their head., Of cours:, Handley wove all
t}ls into tne pattern of the Barber Enigma, until he had even a few of
the more impressionable actifen believing him. ™



*There were some greqt feuds over the Barber Enigma,% I ggrced.
®But all of a sudden it seemed to die away) -except for Some minor mut-
tering and¢ groaning among: the actifen. What did hqppen?“

%“You mean you don't know?" the stfan-inventor asked in surprise.

1Ityc heerd rumors, of course," I retorted. #I thought you might
‘mow the truc story.” L . N

As a metier of fact..." said Botts, Then he paused and eyed his
empty glass significantly. I nodced to. the bartender who from wong ex:-

crience was familiar with our requirements. Botts settled himself conr -
%ortably in his chair.. With an uninterrupted supply of suds, a_cozy
tavern, and a tale of the old stf days to tell, he was in his element.
. % % , sk

%It is scldom realized,® he began, Ythat Raymond A. Handlcy him-
self never met Richard S, Barber during the heyday -of the Barber Enig-
ma. Their business dealings were conducted by mail. Barber lived in
a small tova in upstate New York, while FA was published, of course, in
the metropolitan area." ' :

“I, myself, have seen some of Barber's original manuscripts and
the letters which aco mpanied them, and there can be no doubt that he
was absolutely sincere in his bizarre notions about evil epirits, He
had a fair talcnt for stringing words together, and RAH new at once
that herc was the opportunity to. revive his sageing publications, Amus-
ing Storics aunc¢ Flabbergasting Adventures. I doubt, however, if even
he forcsaw thal The gag would snowball until it rocked the entire struc.
ture of fancom, R

"Braduelly the Barber Enigma’ became the most important thing in

RAH's 1lifc. letterg concerning wood-spirits Eoured into his office =--
fanmags beogged for 'the real lowdown'! on the Enigma -- amatcur investi -
ators hoaaded lim in an effort to prove its truth or falsiby. 0Gddly
enough, no one ever did come up with conclusive proof that the vhole
thing was a hoax, although some of the best trains in Lhe country --

the organigzed stfen -- attempted to c¢o so,

®Picturce, then, RAH's situnid on. ' He was occupied wita the Enigma
from davm until lete at night.. He was forced to formulatc convincing
rcbutitals to every conceivable criticism of the Enigma, or ¢lsc admit
that it was 21l a publicity stunt., And over all, tﬁ- stream of stories
poured in from R,S.Barber, each tale breathing a passionatc sincerity,
persuasive in its cloquence,® - ’ '

_ "You'rc beginning to shed a new light on RAH's actions,® I 6b-
served. . ‘ ' .

“"Shuddupl? (Botbsihéﬁes‘to.bé'iﬁterruptéd in tle midst of a tale.)

vinyway, thc inevitable happened. Handley, overworked¢ to thc
point of cxhausiion, began to lose his objectivity. A tiny thrwd of
doubt crent into. nis mind. What if the Enigma were true, after all?
He began @Q read the gerewball-letlbers with more interest, loo'zing for
corroberaiiyn of the Barber Enigma instead of merely observing whethes
the letier conteined a subscription order. ’ -

%“Once this attitude dominated him, RAH was cdoomed, He became more
adept than ¢ver at twisting incidents into support of the Barber claims.
He began to ignore even’'thé most ‘glaring fallacies when they were point-
ed out to hims I Ynew he was finislied ‘the day I saw them move his gre:t
antigue oak desk from hi8 office and 'replace it with a new steel Cesk.’



¥You mean...?" I asked, tapping my forechead significently.
Botts nodded silently, pausing for a long draught of beer,

"Evenus moved swiftly to a climax,® he resumed, "Hancley was by
now sihowing 1is contempt for those who were not fellow—?ellevch‘}n "
the Barber Enigma, cven when ais athitude was against tiwc cm_mngr‘cml in-
terests of 1is magazines. Authors who had remained on his staff for
years toor offense at his sweeping nolicy-directives and bezen’to writc
for competing mezs. - RAH had developed a persecution comnlex; . be.came
convinced that the walnut-panelec wal.s of his office were about to
cloge in on 1im in rets liation  for his blasphemy in printing the secre
of the wood-spirits. ' ' ; ‘ ’ '

"Ultimately, he refused even to discharge his cdutices as editor,
for his terror c¢xiended to the wood-pulp paper on which -8S and FA were
printed. At that point, one of his assistant editors .recovcrcd enough
initiative eud presence of mind to summon a psychiabrist,® L

"Hmpm, 8o the rumor was tyrue after all?* I remarkec, remembering
how the incidenl Botts was relating had become legendary in the annals
of fandom, o T R ‘ o _ o C

"RAL was dragged from his of fice, screaming in terror st the sight
of a yardsiici or pencil. He wss hustled »way to a smsll country sani.
tarium many miles from the metropolis: and only after he had¢ been shown
that the cnbire building was constructed of mets1l and plasiic, and that
even tho padding on the walls contained no ccllulose, would he calm
.dovm enouzh to 2o to sleep. - ' I

"Late that night, he was awakened by an intermittent c'liciing
sound;"Cgrious, he groped his way from his unlocke¢ ce'll, covm the
darkengd;aallway_tpwarc'bhg;noisc, where a bar of light splashed across
the corridor floor from a half-shut door.

"RAH opcnod the- dpbor and peered curiously into a ccll much like the
one he had left, The padding on the walls in this one, od¢ly enough,
was frayed and worn, as if it had token a greast deal of punishment. Ir
on¢ corner a thin, pale young man was pec'ting away at a battecred port-
-able, pausing now and then to count his fingers.

"Handley coughed tentatively, The young man looked up from his
typewriter, and & welcoming #rin spread across his face,

"tHello, ! he said, 'You must be the ncw inmate., Allow me to in-
troducc mysclf,. I'm one of ihe pld-timers around here. Perhaps you
have hear¢ of me. I've - uh -~ done a bit in the literary line,
Barber is Uhe name. Richard S. Barber, '™

Teleporﬁation,-when suitably used, ' S
Eill leave all cne's friends and one's neighbors confused, "
Enabling its'adepts to do as they please )
‘Anc still evade capture by baffled police.

The right to bite women is the right to be flea...



" A {0UID YOU GIVE | R A ! - .
LS FokM PAPEXT by Ms. Nancy 9-9%app
‘ 1

Who Undeggygnds Wﬁo'ﬁgxhow?

"There is one phease of life that I have never he~rd discussed
in any seminar, | : P ‘ L
And that is that all women think men are funny anc all men
think that weminar." - ‘
What are the forces causing the irrational prejudices of each -
sex's role in society and culture? A& major influence is religion, A
though in ‘ancient history there were some. feminine religions,?squ.a
the 6ult of Ishtar in Babylonia) all influential religions surviving
today are masculine oriented,

Christiahity, Judaism an¢ ‘the Moslems all teach that the female
is lesser thean the male and in some sects (particnlgrly_ln the Far
East) the female is considered less than the beast.,”

For example,in the Old Testament we have the Adam an¢ Eve story
wherein Adam gives birth to Eve, Apparently there was only masculin
in the berinning: God was a male for ce which created (i.e., gave bir
to) anotier male (Adam), who in turn gave birth to a female. The fe
male immediately proved her unworthiness by disobedience an¢ caused
God's punishment to fall on both Adam and. herself. But here the male
God¢ showed favoritism by punishing the male less harshly than the fe-
male. He took Adam's uterus and vagina out of Adam's rib cage (where
aplarcnily, it had been originally; else pdam underwent a uverrific le
bor!) and siuck it on Eve in a less conspicuous area of hcr anatomy.

Thene masculine religions thereafter went to great len-iths to ex-
plain avey she mentally unsound. concepts of women and birth snd men~
struation. ALl these aspects of femininity were apparently abhorred,
%et man had o usc vomen to birsh his gods. Without the lesend of tir

mmacuLatchgncepbion,or»ibs.equivalent: found in many reli~ions) wh:
ggxual renrogu tionrwiChoug,tuequsual mean? of fertilization is util.
] .

mantin¢ had to have a divine or ‘magical male elemeni esscntial f
the ~od's couception. C x ,

Parthenogenesis -- the asexual reproduction on the nart of the
female parent of the god -~ is greatly valued by a1l who would aitai:
divinity or become superhuman (for example: saviors, heroes, god =i,
ancestral figures or magi)., Budcha, Plato, Genghis Xhen, Jesus, ali
were saic¢ to lave been born of virgins., All wanted to be consicCersc
solely born of their mothers an¢ disclaimed any bodily fathers., Why.
Perhaps because supreme masculine figureheads, in their minc¢s, neces.
itatec¢ originators whose godliness overcame the typically cdirty-conc
of female mother. Did they cladim virgin birth becau<e this lowly ¢r
ture, voman, was so far ahove the orcdinary female thei she wesn't hu
any longer? They raised the virsin mother above humaniiv and made b
somewhat into a god-figure rather than a mere mort=1l. Tﬁcrefore, si. .
she was an idealizec bui not a real fema'le, she wvas. a fit vessel te
birth tae male aerd, pgnd, or king. .. Men thus created a ncw type of D
ing simply by coining a new term for the mothers of their heroes, S
they were the cream of tle masculine crop they had ©o have mothers
better than ordinary females, |

In some civilizations of the. pre-Christian era of th¢ Midcdle Eas
women vwere not ‘only free and protected by law, but in the pantheon o:



Babylon, onz of the most enduring ahdisucpgssfgl cults. of female wor-
“ghip flourished ih the’form of:-the great:mother goccess, Ishtar. - Ish-
tar was ascociated with:the planet Venus {an icdea of how powerful her
cult was can be se¢en in the fact that, fifty centuries later, our grac
B scicnce: fiction movics' invariably portray the planet Venus as the
abode of a2 voluptuous imezonian ‘civilization). he was  ihe daughter
of the moou which® waxed and waned, perpetually renewing itself.  She
_was‘bhefgdéiess“qufeqtility%‘dhyalbél love, an¢ was also s ver godder
. Ishtar was greatly adoret and her cult waxXed like the moon, BT

3 ‘

It was to &hie worship and practice of -the Ishtar: e li (which was
the origin of the later godccsses Astarte: of the Phoenicisns and Aphr:
dite of the Greexs) that -Lhese civi lizations owed their prodigious me
tal health, 'Through their belief in a mother godiess, 'sccn &8 a uni-
~versal force of nature, they ow witted the Oedipus complex long, befor-
Freud siylized it into a mentel sickbed for the civilizeéd West.: -

., .People of these highly ceveloped. early civilizations cannot be
uinderstood. in Lerms of contemporary psychology or morals, because the
lived before the concept. of gnilt as uinderstoo¢ by Western civilizatd
was created,  Guilt ig one of ‘the supreme psychological wcepons inven:
ed and usud Dy Lhe early Hebrew and Christian religionists, Neither
. the Bebylonians, Egyptisns, nor Classical Greeks had any notion of se:
ual guilt. Their psychological health was consicerable, and in compar -
ison with them many pople of far lateér periods vere sicr creatures,
becdevile¢ by a relision-inspired syndrome for which 2 Babylonian wou ¢
have called in a sorcerer or exorcist.

_ The.scx-ObsésseC‘ﬂehunciationsaof Babylon by .the- 0l¢- e stament
- prophebe still echo todey ~- they pass over in comparaiive silence the
fact that Jeorusalem at that time wis aléo notorious for Ll quantity -
qualityfpfjicS’prosbiﬁuuesb%;That;the“bhurcg's-intenUion vas vartly |
political nas becn lost sight ‘of,  Just as the Christian clurch per-
verted the lezcnd of "Acam ahé¢ Eve ‘to use it as & warning aseinst the
wickedness of sex;’ so tie fall of Babylon has been sscribed by later

writers €o the appalling wickedness, 6f the Babylonians. Aad this wic
edness centered on the Ishtar alt, R o

self, Socicly 'is defincd a8 a human group cistinsuished by a common
culture. Defining culture a8 "the way of life of a sociciy, ¥ we come
to tie conclusion that @ ciecty is largely ¢efined by iis laws, anc¢ cu
ture is L everycay working of Ghe society, especial ly in those area

Another force causine~ nrejudices between the sexcs is Society it-

not spccifieally covered by  faw,

q; Je Bachofen;'who”formutateg”the bheory'of_matrinrchéi societi.
stated his theory of social evoludd on'as “universal promiscuivy, cdeve’ -
oping inio a family sroup orsanized strictly by the moither and consist-
ing of her children vilhous rciprd”to’patéfnic%, gradustiing intoy a
mairiarcae Lly~contro Lled femily with acknowledred fathers, and finally

to the patricrchally-controlled families so™ familiar to Burope,'™d

- A matriarchal society 'is définéd as a social ore nizahion in whi:
,desgcnp;;s rccltonec - through themother;.or, sometimcs, one in which
women exgreise the main nolitical power. - "In contm st, a patriarchat®

gocicty is a system of government in a family or tribe by whi he -
fa'bher is supreme, - y or rib by hich th



. Cul 1 systems of both matriarchsl and patriarchal typcs have
eddureglgggiess}ugly for long periods ih’vzriogg pleces, For example,
we can take two tribes of fmerican Indians and examine how their matri-
archal systems oncrated,: The Zuni- Indians seemed to have a gyplcnl.
matrisrchal society, for the cconomic system vas: strictl uwer femin-
ine control. The women:ovned all nroperty: they not only ovmed the

homes and fields but alse all that was produced” from Lhose fields, Tin-
eage was throuzh the fcmales, and hushands had to live wi§h the wife's
family. 7These men could very ecasily be divorced by the simple process
of the wifc's placing his belongings outside the door of ihe aome, The
hushand fclt his real home vas the home of his mother an¢ sisiers, which
caused him to interest himself deeply in their affairs. He was concernec
with the resring of his nephews and nieces an¢d returned Lo his mother's
and sisters® home for 21l ceremonisl o casions.. His authority in his
wife's home was, eepecially with re~ard to rearing his children, d mmed
by the fact that his wife's brother had more control over children in
the family than he, as father did. The husband was conéicdered the out-
sider in all situstions except in his own anceStral house,

Most of the matriarghal tribes around the world have one thing in
common: . they praciice gardening based on natural rainfall rather than
irrigation which vould require male labor to build and maingain, As
the ‘rimary food producérs (although the men worked in the garcens also)
women Lend the szarcens, collabarate in processing the food, have o mmon
storaze places and sometimes even cook tovether. Irrization changes tle
nicture Decause the resnorigibility for success then depcnds uson the
males who must keep the T vigation channels maintained and the water
flowing. ' '

, In the Ir%%uois tribe, although the women didn't actually sit in
the seat of Ruler, they hal the pover to appoint or remove the leaders,
They not only ovned the lan¢ and houses, but also the tools. Peace and
order 1n the” Longhousecs vere controgled by the females, and in»tie pol-
itical spherc the women appointec. the sachems, named their successors
when sachems c¢iec, and ¢ven acled as regent for a sachem too young to
rule. . For all hese reasons the Iroquois are regarcded as having come
as close to being a matriarchate as any society in the vorld. By a
strange twist of irony, the Teague of the Iroquois became a mocdel not
only for tihe Marxist theory of society, but (acéorcing to some histor-
ians) as a moccl followed by our own Constitution. |

A coutemorary observauion on Lhe relaiion of matriarchy to econ-
omic¢ concitions is offered by Mao [se-Tung, who says:

“As to Lhe authority of the husband, this has always been
wea.scr among the poor: neasants becsuse, out of economic ne-
cessity, their women® lk have to do more manuval labor than
the women of Lhe richer. classes and therefore have more say
an¢ greater nower of cecision in family matters.™

On the wholé, members . of either a matriarchal or patrisrchal socie-

E,y §eeme§¥. Qpntﬁfmtt;o conform to the cictates of whatever system cCecided

aeir roles, What is wrong with our contemporary society to cause the
massive discontent exoressed by such nhenoména as the acolescent unisex
fad and the wmen's liberation movement? = How can any woman see the
gﬁgle srgtn w}thin t?e.bounds of her-own life? How can she believe that

ner voice wueu it denies Ulr -conventional, accemted truths by which

. . - H 4 Ch
she has been living? D NS y vhic



The answer is ‘deceptively-simples. o |
o matrisrchal culture within a priziarchal

‘We are in re~lity

society. N
Charles E. Winick, Professor of Anthropology and Sdeiology a2t the
University of New Yori, states that there is 2 blu-ring.qf‘sexual rgles
in this country. ‘*his blurring into a bland grey or bclge-nanidentlty
extends to all facets of our lives, ineluding the archeticiure of our
newer buildings. He calls it a lifelessness becruse our brildings lacx
femininity . or masculinity. Our architecture lacks gencer, as may be
realizee by comparing mocern buildinss with the Taj Mahal with its
roundaess and ultra-fe?ininity, or cven the soaring masculinity of the
Empire State BDuilding.’ .. _ v ' ‘ =

The rhytim of a perioc's style imposes itself on éll»of‘its agtiv-
jties. . Our, outer and inner ‘space has become more_hpmogcnizcc and crab-
dy-hued, Fae couse werrecs of iving in such an environment include de-
sensicization »ud f athening of ‘the range of cmotion, Lo -

. .o ..i » . . At “. P ) 3 ::j ‘4 s ) ‘ (Ad [ 3 : .. ;
Profcssor Winick Aalso c151mszarbie”dolls are affeciing mgt@erlng
and wifely instincts OF airls,:ma;ing”hhcm;unablejtq'r;la&ﬁ Lo ‘either .
rcle in later 1ifé. T - : o

. According to him, thé‘abiliby:thatgdqllsgonce.had go help a girl
preparc for active nurturing’ motherhood became obsolete will the pop-
ularity of the mannequin & 1ls.: He. claims thesc ¢olls make the girl
less able to achieve the emotional nprepayrstion for being a, wife and -
mother then they receive from the formey -baby colls.. Barbie is a sexy
toenaTor auc Lius Lnd girl who projiects anc secs this (oll as a mother
figure is seciug her mothér as a tecnager, which is confusing to the
child. On the other hand, if‘uhn"gir17idenbifiestherself,as.the moth-

Cer than she is takingTeare of <a coll (child) which is alreacy an acdol-
escent, " o : s . A ST

The role of the new women in the larger vorld is suz-esited in
faghion-¢oll owners' play, which typically invo lves . social a2ciivities
for the & LL and her -escort. The mirl selects » situsGon end dreeses
her doll accordingly. If she ovms a male ® 11, he is also cressel —-
just as if _she eoule control the wey in.which tue men in’ the mating game

‘would drecs. BShe gains exmerience: in mixing with the opposisc sex and
comnctinz For tle ‘male. Onm the make, in control of bhe situatdon, she

is preparing hersel £ © be tle arsrensive, nrecatory woman. By the
time the Barbie b Ll owmer rcaches the age at which she can actuslly
articisate in dgting, she ig likely to lmve o definitc i¢ca of just
ow acr escori will play his part.  For this mechanical brice, little
will be Lleft o cheace or to disturbing uman impulses.

‘The younz man whom.she dabes, alreacy two yesrs behind th female
in reaching puberty, mry be overwhelmec by his date's ac-ress’veness.
For the Berbie-weaned cirl, a relationship with the opposiie sex may
not be mervelous anc exeiting; it - could well be a routinizcd aspect of
our culiture's materiatisigic assembly -line, lacking ‘in mysiery, or momen-
tun beeause of its predictable ontcome, ' During the lateney vears the
Barbieiownercis%beiﬁg;intrObucéd”td"precocious:89xua ity, voyeurism,
fantasics of, scduciion, an¢ gonspicuous consumption (at lesst-in the

. warcrobe ¢edartient)e S A B g

i1



Much time separated the nine-year-old girl with an ol¢-fashioned
baby doll from her role as mother; she could enjoy faniasice about.
motherhood witiout being concerned with coing something 2bhout them,
But the distance in yesrs that senarates a4 Barbie fan from a socially
active teenager is slight and she can easily translate 1>1'-play fan-
tasicg inbo real soci-. life.

A1l of this results from a possibly unconscious but very real cul-
tural pressure:. “The only,pnssiog,'onty'pursuit, only go2l permitted

a voman is the pursuit of A man,*

Ty is easy.to -see bhe conerete det2 ils that:grap the suburban -house
wife, the coutinual demands on he# Gime. - But the chains that bind her
in hor trap are chains in her own miné and spirit... They are chains
mace up of mistaien iceas anc misinterpreted facts, of incomplete truths
and unresl choices. They are not easily scen anc¢ not easily shaken off.

LA . ' . . . . L .-" RIS 3 y & d
Mon an¢. vomen ARE différent biologically, bub, wheiher this differ-

cnce ‘extencs to tlk psydiologicel rcalm is cdebatable. It is obvious
that much of Lhe a&pareht’péyé&bldgical”difﬁercntiatidn'rcsults.from-i
cultural pressures, When a society operales on the assumpiion that-
cach sex must conform to a Set patiern, the apsropriatc. rolc has to be
carciully and ® niinuously taught’ in cach.new gener ati'on. uatil it is
ingrained in the developing child. -

_ This scxual role- indoctrination takes many subtle forme: for ex-
amn le., certaig,colorS‘arﬁ'r&qﬁrv@d as masenline, others o fominine;
ceriain social nanners and raésnonses are male and otlhicrs Tumale; cer-
tain thoughts arc also divicee” by sexual-bouncarics. Plaviime for the
chil¢ 18 & primary means oF reinforcing se¢xurl roles. . il our ovn soc-
iety Lhese roles are berinning Lo change, but oddly cnough, ouly for
the mrle chiléren, TFér example:  Dolls.  Boys now have “officially
sanctioncd® Colls with . accessori¢s --.but these dolls MUSY be sold only
in m souline werrior abiire or-with sporis ~ttire and acct-uories --
but they are dolls uonetheless. Are thesc nobt a m2le cquivalent of the
Barbie dolls Professor ‘‘inick Cenounces? i ‘

f . ST . - s

JFrom the feminine sice, girls have ;been allowced to c¢agroach on
male styles of clothing (sueh as- jeans. anc. leabher jacicts) vhich was
a socially accuniable cheroachment since il was through the Ffeminine
area of clotiing; but they e ve not been allowed to trespas. on mele
perogatives in the inisial concitioning years of - ¢evelopmens, that is,
in the vorld of pb ythi: ps. How many toys for girls feoature the ac-
cepted masartine traits. of truciks or guas. or “building” scis? None,
Barbic is allowed a slight ‘crossing of Lhe line: she con _have a oy
autonobile -- but it 'is a sporty feminine convertible.  Berbie Cocs not
"4ave -ous fits suitable fa fante sy roles as heavy m . diinery onerator,
corporaiion (xecutive, @ ctor; lawyer or exdlorer. he has n0 imAgine
~ative EXCITING outfits, merely » <lossy facacde of social activities ==

or reclaxing with a “camping ‘outfit replete with convenlcnces. And two
‘slecping bags! R o
- As Ruth Benedict pointed out in:PatLerns of Cultureg, any culture

c e e X . S Smapo—nwe ractas e 4 Ceeeinesmmascania
is subject Lo unavoidabie chansc.: It seems our prescat culiurc is the
-b?gin?ing‘gf OH%‘of:t?eseuchangﬁﬁaqas ¢an .be seen Lhrough the subtle

pnzing of ciildre "1 - ) “on the ~re of beid -
8f%gdngﬂ %o Sbée§€f§3c;§§§?éss?§,ﬁeég%yﬂﬁﬁxgﬁg %% ggﬁéri§ 32%33a§°n
strictly feminine. Femalés, however, are sgill being conditioned in the
some old patteri -~ but with more sinisicr undertoness. Males invade



the culiur-l area formerly held a8 sacred to the fousalc, yet this
melding of the sexes into A healthy (psychologically sud anmpionally)
Being is doomed to failure unless the females,are, &t uve saie time,
allowed Lo develope and explore cerbain areas former ly v ¢ sacred %o
masculinitv. Boys erc now being, eoncitioned to exXpress Swiions such
as weeping for sadness or joy; they arcg%llowed, with social aporoval,
to invade fominine occupniions (nurse, airline'steWard). Mothers, who
arc the culiural confitioners,feagérly tackle this rcs;qgﬁibi}ity.l Eet

. e & gy I - T1RS . 313 & \ ., » o T i R 3 :
8"5u&{%%eﬁé"‘ﬁo“%’é&ai%fem‘%‘s"'%ﬁ‘[i%‘%"‘éﬁ%%cﬁ%‘%s%s’ kBB g 18oRC S ORINE £
be agrressive, inquisitive, technicd 1y creative, inteLlcetual? I
think not. : I T -

Women control the howe and child-rcaring, and thus ©he cultural
concitioning. Therefore women . have 2 C¢ircct control over Ghe develop-
ment of uhe socicLy. The hasic unit of any soclieby is itg family o
units. The mw jority & thesc fanmily units are cipbctly controlled by
the feimle; therefore, although our pres«nt,sociuty<may>1e~9lly and
politically bc termec a patriarchy, it is uncer the control of a hidden
matrisrehal culture. Perhaps some of ihe present confuszion as to sex-
wal roles in our society stems from this fact. SRR - »

Men ‘mow it women know it.  Yet Lo preserve hie Statns auo of our
socicty we continme to pay lin gervice: Lo the myilh Shat our sociely is
patrierchal an¢ thal all factors afiecting il Are also patriarchal in
csscaec. S0 throughout this society, with its hidcen matriarchal reins,
womcn ore led Lo believe men are funily, and men thinl women Aare funny.

"Well, it so happens that this is a unique fiszat,
Beenuse both sices are right,"

NOLES

1. Ehe title of his paper is also the title of a poem by Ogden Nash,
. The coupleis quoted at the begimming anc end of the text are from
vhe Litble poem, ' Vo - Lo

2. The Arab word for woman, orett, bears a double entendrc: shame
ané nsedness, Woman viag A lways from ancient times whought to be
highly impure because of her apnarently insatiable capacity for
‘love and her periodic ailments. “While the misogyni~t ¢amnéed¢ woman
as a tool of the Cevil, there was the romantic vho fervidly likened
her to beauteous moons and pools anc the perfect reccpiacle for
glorions menhood. Of all the Erstern ncoples Lho Hincus ¢isplay
bhe most toleranb attitude towsrc their womenfoll. Woman as a nas-
sive creature, in the east, was regarded with ¢istasice She afford-
c¢ ecstatic pleasure and yob Sig- was unclean. and¢ Lustful, This
1ncongruit¥ of feeling tormented every ancicnt civilizasion from
Grgcc& to Palestine. Woman's status vas nothing wmore than that of
a gruﬂzc who labored for th man anc¢ also served lin for pleasure
an¢ Hropagation., The Xoran anc 01¢ Tcsteament clearly state these
procents; aud woman'dind ,; knowing 1little else, accepbed bouncage.

-~ The Jewel In The Totus, Allcn Edwardes ' o

3, This idca is condained in James Grale m-Mur rayts A listory of Morals,

but how he¢ was ablc to ascertain thé stote of meintest health of
ancicnt Babylonians is not explained, . -



L Sincc wy religion is the only true onec, if you.follow some other
rclldlon you are, oYy deflnltlon, wicked.

5. At leaSu, vhe Europe of his day.{ 1915 1807.

6. »QﬁOLHblOlS from Chalrman Méo TSe-Tung, p.169

7. Not Lo meation Lhe oft-01teo Freudian 1malicat10ns of theo Washlng-
ton Monument, memorial to the Father of Our CounLry.

8, Betuy Frieden, The Egmlnlgg Mystique
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CPUBLISAER'S NULK: The forezoing was submitted as Nancy's
term paper for Social Sc1ence 151,. Contemporanz.Woman.

It got her a grade of [

Oh yeah, she made the Dean's Llst agaln this: semester. I jest

don't %now what's gettin' into these here wimmenfolk nowad~ys.
i zamaglypce—

Experienée to me hés'faught

That women dislike being bought.

Well, you don't hear complaints from me
If they insist on being gree!



DADK.. FEVLEWS.

CYBORG - by Martin Caicin (Arbor House 1972, §6.95.)

*

There 'is no question that-Mr:<Catdin- is--tooked on- by the Air P
Force Association, N'Si, and an assorted mob of mundane reviewers an
readers as the writer of fiction connected with the space program gng
associated projects. Most readers/reviewers of the genus stfanus tend
to put Caidin down, prcbably because he writes outside science fict-
ion's conventional little framework. He also writes on a level that
is.a little more realistic and mature than most SF fans arc accustomed
to.  There is no question that Caidin has the contacts to make his
backgrounds a bit more -authentic+ than those of most anybody else who
writes spacc fiction.  /nd you know, of course, that space fiction
these days does not necessarily equate with science fiction.

CYBORG is a story of the fusion of man and machine. This is an-
other theme dear t6 the hearts of stf peodple.  McCaffrey's Ehs:ﬁhip-v
That Sang cemes_to mind as does Kapp'spgggnlaa among otgers. ~yborg
is, perhaps, a little closer to reality than these two. Perhaps.

itGol Steve fustin, an astronaut who has walked the moon, has re-
“turned to being a test pilot as the l'pollo program is phased out. He
is “flying* the M3F3, an experimental reentyy vehicle which may be used
in the Skylab program. The vehicle proves faulty and parts of it and
test pilot fustin are spread for miles across tie California desert,
fustin is alive but mangled: left arm gone, both legs crushed, ribs
crushed, heart punctured,- liver damaged, one eye gone, and miscellan-
eous other abrasions, cuts and fractures. He is a mess. The govern-
ment dccides, however, that it has too much money invested in ‘ustin
to let him die -- he can still be used -- so he is rebuilt. Caidin
provides a rich description of the latest advances in limb and organ
repair and replacement, the uses of cxotic alleys and plastics to take
the place of flesh, Steve fustin cmerges from the hospital as a highly
probable - and¢ cxkpensive -- blend of machine and man with limbs power-
ed by clectricity generated by the decay of radioisotopes, built ‘in
racdio antenna and communication devices, and various other improve-
Tcntsif'ﬂe is superior in many ways to ordinary men but is still a man
himselfs - . Ce ‘

- To pay for his rebuilding /ustin is assigned to ‘'Intclligence*.
where.hisAnew abilities prove ﬁp be quitec useful and this makes up a
large part of the story, That story is interesting, exciting, and
highly possible. . o an ; ) ©

Cyborg, like Caidin's other books, provides many interesting
and somewhat frightening’glimpses'into theé workings of government,
Government medicos, for cxample, spend millions on esoteric, imperson-
al rescarch into the human body but view it not as a human body -- gt's

Just another machine. Caidin doesn't exaggerate. Consider the astro-
nauts. | S e

EYQQ‘;E. is a- good st.o,;ry and I f‘écomménd lt. I als§ rocommend as

%gfg?tiQ?tC;thatAyou,fqllow it by.re-reading C. L. Moorc's Ho Woman

~~RIV LodeiD BY ROY_T;CKETf H’:"



Biw;, KTHROUGH: fn fmazing Experiment in Elcctronic Communication Wit h
the Dead, by Konstantin Raud ve Ph.D., translated by Nadia Fowler.
Taplingcr Publishing Co,, New York, 1971 ($10.00) (Dewey 133.9)

This on¢ had me going for awhile. Dr. Raudive, described as a
wgcientist, born in Latvia; and a Swedish citizen who lived at the
moment in ﬁad Krozingcu-near the Swiss border in Southern Germany -
(preface, p.xiii)'gets mcssages from the spirit world, How ? By
playing into a tape rccorder a radio tuned to the atmospheric static -
on frcquenciées where no station is broadcasting -- oOr by using, in--
stcad of a microphone input to the recorder, a diode connccted to no-
thing. ‘ '

When the tape is replayed, on it.arc found Spirit voiccs speaking
in a strangec, fast rhythm, in disconnected fragments of sentences,
In the course of several years; Dr. Raudive has rccorded and cataloged
some 30,000 of these tapes, containing,}among‘others,‘the voices of '
Hitlcr, Stalin, JFK, Nictzsche, Bismarck, and many othor famous dead
pcrsons, not td mention innumerable relatives and fricnds of the vare
ious persons partid pating in the recording s¢ssions.

Sound good? It's all.présénted_wid1 5 vast mass of technical
detail and translation of the voices from the foreign languages they
speak in, etce, o

Herc's catch number one: The voices speak so fast and in such
a strange rhythm that one has to be specially trained to hecar them,
Dr. Raudi ve claims that after two or threcc hours of listening to his
tapes undcr his guidance, anyone, with normal hcaring can detect the
Splrié wices for himself. Detect them, that is, not undcrstand them.
It may take as long as six wecks of listening before the student is
able to make out any of the words for himself.

. Catch #2: regardless of nationality, all the spirit voices ocome=
municatc in a weird mixture of all major Europecan languages, plus
such minor ones as Swedish, Latvian, and the particular dialect of
Latvian spoken in the Doctor 's mative province. /nd by mixture,
mean that as many as three or four different languagces will be used
in a half-d zen word sentences ‘ :

Batch #3: The content of the messages, as deciphered by Dr.
Raudive, is of the same trivial, dimwitted kind that mediums and
tablc-tappers have becn giving us for the past century. No matter
who conducts .the recording, almost invariably they are immediately
grocted by their deceascd parents or other closec relatives, Their
messages run along the lines of “We are all happy here; it is inde-
seribable in earthly terms; you must believe in God ' ‘and so On.

When the Doctor -asks the spirits how to improve his apparatus,
he gets vauge and notv very helpful instructions, despite all the
dead electronics experts presumably available (on the other hand,
when he as%s.to speak to some famous persa, the requested party
shows up ~lmost immediately). ' '

~ Despite all his vehement protests ® the contrary, one is led
to the conclusion that most of the Spirit messages orizinate in tle
subconscious mind of the experimenteér. On the other hand, you might
read this book, set up the anparatus as described, and try to find

some spirits to talk to you. Maybe for you they'll skip the Latvian
dialect. #*REV1IEWED BY ART RAPP
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In spitc of everything, the USPOD once in awhile comes thru with some .
non-junk mail for us. Tike... T

REDD BOGGS Dear Nancy and frit . Naney's chatter in Ignatz was gener-
PO Box 111%L * & « ¢ . -.ally more. enjoyable ‘than the reprints
Berkeley, Ch from 0ld sapszines, though scme of + -~
OL70L T .. .- Nap Gerding's "This 01ld House®™ was ,k |

S oo .. - well done., T didn't remember she ‘was'
quite this much of a craftsman.. The reprint from Outsiders kept me -
puzzled :for awhilec whether. it was by Ballard or a column by Nancy that-
appearcdiin Ballard's fanzine,-'is-for Nancy's chatter, 1 came in
somewhére in the middle so-I1(m not too surc whether she's attending tho
University of Maryland (if that's in Baltimore, and I'm not sure it is)
or sem¢ other college. Sounds interesting, in any casc.

“As for Spacewarp #100, I bad to go and-lie down a whilc after
reading in it that you ran it off.on the mimeo that I sold you so many
years ago . 10l pages on that thing certainly makes me tired just to
contemplate! It is gratifying to learn that.it is still chugging away.
I guess you e ve gobten $12 worth € use out.of it -- if that's wiat -
I s01d it for =- and I seriously.suggest*thatﬁthe<vcn¢rable mach ine be
retircd to a museum and you: buy yoursel f-a ma ¢-adequate machine, like
a Gestetner maybe, Incidentd ly, while the maching,is_indcgd a Heyer
Lettergraph, I bought it from Montgomery Ward for $19.75 or thereabouts
Is there not a Vard's label on it somewhere /No.7# The last Ward cata-
log I saw, not long ago, {less than a year) still sclls it, for (as I
recgll) $39.95.- I'm sure it is the very same machine. ‘ B

I cnjowed the reprints of the first two Morgan Botts stories, and
onc'othcr? gnd I'm plgasgd phgt‘youfintgng §> brﬁ%g all the others %éck
into print.  However, I'm not, sure that you're right that this is the °
first printing since tle original appecarancc fa thesc storics. £t one
time I intended to bring out The Botts Reador, and I remember having
these first two Bottstories, and maybe, four or five others, in dummy -
form among my fan stuff for some years. - Then somcbody, I don't remem-
ber who, got the idea for_a Bot ts collection,. and I not only tw ned. the
idea over to him but (as I recall) evén turned_the dummy over to_him.
Whoover-it-was brought out such a collcction, I believe, though I car'ld
be wrong, . - L - oL |

FQUY LLCIEMT Well, you sncaky old artranp, you--- I wasn't awarc that
?%B‘GPOOn Valley R W - . -~ = - > - .- -~ youwecrc still in
§7lgqucr(}u9?"' NM TR SO UL R S C e ‘:.-,'."‘"‘P:‘Si":.and St,il],“pub-
S S A ‘. . lishing SP.CEVW/RP,
T . The impression. I
?:ﬁ gq?ggnﬁwas_that;you‘wcrp completely gafiated from all ghiygs fann-
. L ere yo' ©me up with a 100 page SWRP: You start publishin
éggegg effmg)and the next thinz yau know you'll be branching-gut‘into'g
anwm again and joining the¢ NFFF and all sorts of crazy things.

.__snyway, thanx for sending me a copy of thc-25th nnish. . s o
things thercin that I hadn't secn beforg. SSPS, gbouingiggﬁfizg:gwpf

fothing, sccms a somcwhat str i i :
R e . ange organizatimm. More closc=-!
FLP. cecrtainly. Vhat arc the requircements and all that? it than



Y

I guess all public libraries are having their financial problems.
I must gay thougg, that the Albuquergue Public*Liprary's solutz?n seems
a bit, weli unusual. They eliminate thg purchas;nquf new books
from the buéget. S B it o " SE

A1l sociology prots seem to be queer ducks. The head of the Soc
Dept at UNM gbt’%gto a big hassel with some of the TA's for. giving TR
to freshmen. No freshman; says theé Prof, rates an A. Weird. '/ .

HARRY WARNER, JR. Dear Art: My thanks--the very highest quality,
4,23 Summit ‘Avénue '+ carefully hand-picked, grade A thanks,
Hagerstown, MD "¢ ‘"unadulterated by any thoughts of con-
21740 o - ventional etiquette or conditioned re-
S e “flexes<-for the batch of . SAPS publica-
tions, Even if you didn't 'send them for that purpose, you've done im-

measurable good for the next volume’ of my fan: history, if I ever get
it written, in addition to providing me with a lot of good reading.
have only the most scatbered sort of SAPS files, a few complete mail-
ings, a few”incomplete3méjliggséiand sorie isol%?ed.SﬁP% pugllc§tlggs,r
‘& quarter-century of SAPS! existence. ‘I'm not Weinbaum's Osca
Aggg 3§n%tq32§3§§ ghg en%irefsﬁPS“univeﬁse from one small morsel of-a
SAP3zine., So you've providéd all serts of previously unknown data,
like the mailing gage counts”down through the ages, your own phenomen-
al publishing achievements'in SAPS, 'some of the more detailed histor-
ical information reprinted in your 25th anniversary issue, more about
the legendary aspects of. SAPS, and as all thé ads seem to say nowadays,
Much More. o St T e i ' I : -

You mandged through these fanzines to waken in me nostalgia for a
fandom past that I didn't really participatée in to the fullest. After
all, I was fading from activity just about the time you got started,
and didn't resume all-out fanac until the: very years when you inter-
rupted publication, and I never was a member of SAPS or had correspond-
ence with some of the leading legend-makers in SAPS., But I got some
peripheral whiffs of this segment of fandom in various ways--a long
tape correspQndence with Wrai Ballard, the 'years when certain prominent
SAPS members were also in FAPA, the fanzines Nancy and I exchanged, and
so on--and all this nostalgic material leaves me in much the same mood
of Was I Really There? that I can get from reading Tom Sawyer or The
Mill on the Floss because those environments seem so real and they're
somehow tied in"with my own past, Mercy, I could have done a much bet-

ter gqb on that article for IS if I'd been able to sec your own project
via time machine.

There's no doubt about Joe Kbnnedy and the poeﬁ'wibh different ine-

itials being oné am the, s A 3 -
ng&? afger %ecgurgs on %heaggllegef% r%ﬁig 3?digh8§ﬁng% iggnagggeghgén
ghost of fandom past., He freely admits his association with fandom,
Sseems to-have no interest in it

€€ 3, v > ‘interest in any more, and I believe someone sur-.
ggégg%yh%ﬁagrggggggus%yaw%th ghe new§ thgthSRPS still. lives, I recall
‘ : it ne had found some fannish ' >
of his poems,  but details ‘escape me. influences on one or two

WAHF:  NAN GERLING
- Box::387r. ... Co
- Roseville, IL . -
- 61473 :

Y



FHE SRIPES

-  Thru Darkest Mailing 101 With pecid Gibe and Loathsome Pun

SPECIATOR 101: Aw pdease, Doreen and all future OE's, don't ever make
' bundle totals come out tg a fractional g‘aﬁecqunt. It
complicates the statistics-keeping something fearful. Having a
normally SAB -type suspicious nature, '1'd advise you to apply hoax- .=
detection methods to #lk on the Wn. | “RAVANOUS™ might just be hungry
to get into SAPS. | ,
BIACK BIKE 7 (Edmonds): I read a few days-ago that a sw vey of attit-
3 udes toward pollution and recycling of rub-
pish discloscd that concern with the problem and willingness to go to
a bit of trouble to help ® 1ve it is almost exclusivély confined to
above-average intelligence, college-educated people. Rs usual, the
ignorant slobs of the world couldn't care less. This holiday secason
residents of Baltimore were offered a chance to recycle their used
Christmas trees. +11 you had to do was haul it 15 miles outside of
town to a state forestry establishment, where they would accept it and
chop it up into mulch, I wonder how.many Baltimoreans bothered? As

for our surplus trecs, they get chopped to bits right here at home and

dug into the ground. Since our garden started as almost pure clay, it
can use a good deal of even such coarse crga_nicmaterial as wood chips,

INVILTOUS 1 (Lillian): I was doing fine reading this until you hsp-

, ' pened to mention looking at the 1972 calendar
and figuring that since it was just the 1last week in Janwry you la d
time to get it into tle mailings. Since THIS is January 1973 I went
round and raund trying to decide if you were confused or if this had
becn yritten sometime back (which turns out to be the case).

INBIDIVUS 2 (Lillian): /¥, now we're correctly time-oriented. Speak-
- - ing of time, I mst call you on your unjustif-
ied assertion that hecto "fades and smudges with time.® The only fatal
enemy of le cto is water, as I learned, sorrowfully,when the garage roof
sprang a leak during la st summer's rainy season, smack over my fanzine
files. The 25-yecar-old hecto'd fanzines that didnft get wet are still
as eolorful and sharp as the day they were run.  Mimeo, of cow se, does
not fade with time -- but mimeo paper gends to get brittle and crumbly,
not to mention brownish. The most obvious sign of age in a fanzine,
tho, is rust marks around the sta ples. - i '

INCO UHe LIGHE OF Thi L/RK BLACK NIGHT (Tillian): Interesting. -
IGNATZ (N.Rapp): Lead editorial in the DUND/LK TIMES, L Jan 73:

FORD" HOLABIRD BE: Tle Fort Hoh bird ® mnission selected by two U.S.
legislators to study the future use of the fort when. the Army Int elli-
gence Sommol and Command moves in July announced the other weck that

its membership, which includes a number of Dunda 1k residentw and poli-
ticians, has decided that the best use of the fort's gmw unds was as an
industrial park. . o o ' '
R The TIMES feels that to use all the & nd at Fort
Holabird would be a disaster to Dunda 1k residents ew n though we under-
stand that’ Baltimore City will lave its t@a x base strengthened with more
"mdus;c;py within its boundaries, which-is sorely needed for its annual
operation., o -



/

Bﬂ:, the dﬁher sugeestion for the use of the fort which is favor-
ed by many local residencs is for a ®mplete care center 1or the aged.

It is ridi culous and wasteful to raze all the existing t_milding
already at the fort just to build a tax base for Baltimore City. We
can sympathize with the City over its’finand.al woes, but to abut this
residential community next to an industrial park -- no matler how be-
autiful it is constructed -- is out of the question. No community
wants to be tota lly surrounded by industry. o :

' ! more practical solu-.
tion would be to establish:the aged care center in tle alrady exist-
ing buildings and use the back portion of the fort's grounds near al-
ready existing industry for the industrial park concept. .The care
center would also act as a buffer for the residents of this o mmunity.

--That's at lcast a bit o encouragement to Nancy's project. Incident-
ly, she has now incorporated her Support Our Seniors organization (Yl?h
$29 of my money!) and is applying for a federal research grant to stucy
the public hcalth situation in this area. When not being Chairman of
S0S, Inc., shefs busily feuding with the collesé over their insistence
that 2 crcdits in Phys Ed arc mandatory for graduation. I tell you
true, things were simpler in the: old days when I kept her.barefoo? and
pregnant. Now she even goes around marking up my books with marg}nal
notes. Rucigning myself to the inevitable, I even bought her a hi-
liter, b she prefers a m ssy black pencil, _

: , That 's why she doesn't
have time to do IGNATZ for SiPFS, | (Would yax believe she managed to
palm off on her long-suffering biology instructor a term paper deal-
ing with the role of ycast in the fermentation of home brew )

LOCKNTURION (T411ian): Heh, as a prominent comics -fan, perhaps you
can give me some vital informatim. have a
rare old volumec (1942) titled NIN® *ND SKEEZIX (of *G"SOLINE " LLEY')
in THE PROBLEM OF THE LOST RING., It's a novel illustrated about every
10th page with a Frank King drawing. Is this something those crazy

cg?ix fen would go for? If so, pass the word around that I'm open for
oilers, .

LIBEL (S.McEvoy): There's a substance sold in auto-accessories shops
_ called Dripless Oil, I think the theory is that
it's a suspension of silicone in solvcnt, and the solvent evaporates
leaving a lubricating film on the parts. Maybe that's what your Jap-
anese movie projectors nccd. # I still treasury the memory of Sarge
Saturn’s first review of SP/.CEVW'RP in TWS: 8This one has nowhcre to
go but up.# ' ‘
DUWN LHis XYLi 5 (Iabowitz): Gearge Wetzel got tossed out of F'P", (a
' o Lo maybe denied admis sion to it) for some

heinous crime which I disremember., I believeg P Re |
who wrote the ultra—intellectual,articlgs} Tﬁglcosggrgg gﬁsggh?Ione

had to go look in the files ® refresh my memory of what it looked like)
is bascd on an Etruscan tomb fresco, Offhand I would say it represents
a procession of mourners (despite the somewhat checrful expressions on
their faces). The bottles they are. holding are probably to collect
tears of mourning to be placed in the tomb., The trouble with Etruscan
history is that it is derived almost entirely from tombs, which sort

of distorts the picturc. (M.I. Finley, in #SPECIS UF LANPIQUITY, points



out the unfairness of one antiquarian’s theory that. the Etruscans were
a prudish civilization sincc almost no indecent ar&lfects G?lég-(i:~
v » jvilizatior I asen ¢ hern civilization
&gggr%gtbgoegg.Ea%ggegnc%ﬁ}}bgggéogg)itgfc Eetarg monument 8, the same. -
judgément would be made, he points out. (What does help with the Et-
ruscans is that, in the .Egyptian tradit ion, their tombs werc regarded
as sort of dwelling-places for the dead, and were furnished with all
sorts of houschold artifacts, or at least paintings of them.) This 6th
Centwry B.C. Etruscan art 5 crude by later standards, when impopted
Greek artists profoundly influenced Etruscan painting. ' o
' Which is prob-

ably more than you'wanted to knbw about’ﬁhe Etfqé¢ans;

INSIELD OF,,.IS (Collins): ffter that magnificent IS in SAPS 100, you
- are entitled.to take it. gasy for awhile,

SIUMPING 39 (J,Webbert):. One of my standard cures for insommnia is try-
v _ing to work 6ut the. Centigrade equivalent for
some Fahrcnheit temperature (menta 1ly). I can never remember the form-
ula, so I have to stgrt out by deriving it from the known facts about
the freezing and boiling points on the two scales. By the time I've
gone thru all that and then applied the formula to whatever tcmperature
I have in mind, I'm usually near enough aslecp so I don't even check to
sec if tle answer sounds rcasonable or not. (A wise prccaution with
any practical problem in mathematics). /nother good slccp-inducer is
to try to find, mental ly, the square or square root of the current year,

IEDLYBEAR'S SAPS ZINE V2f#f2 (Sims): Hey, I think I owe you an apology;
. , . " last time I said «why don't you
print your own stuff?% when what I meant was Why don't you writc some
more new stuff instead of reprinting your old stuff?., (And who am I
to ask a question like that, I ask you?) One of the sad disadvantages
of being the patriarch of S'PS is that when someone reprints something,
I've alwavs secn it before. No other 3P can make that statement,

D/WN 1 (Erlenwein): " Read a fascinating book on miero8popy the other
o . day. Said the best thing to.do with a frog is

grasp it firmly by the hind legs and bash its hejd against the edge o
the-}ab{table.. After that you either cut of f its head _with a scalpel °
or pin it down and start skinning it, (S Teiu YOUR SISIER TO WATgH IT
WILH HeR HeAES In THIS LIRLCIAION, HUH?) # To» bad FTlaney isn't still
ﬁrougd to review this zine, is all I can say. fre you by any chance a
oax

MeDILALIONS 1 (L.Lewis): 4s an old experienced ocean .traw: ler, Nancy

_ v . could have adviscd you that one of the essen-
tials to crmsing ihe ‘tlantic with a baby is.a hugc supply of dispos-
able Qiapcrs. # Transplanting customs: Tsk, we sct out'lﬁmanérias on
9gr V?ﬁenaa,,ftaly, apartment balcony one Christmas. . The Italians loved
it, ' (We tried ‘it at Nancy's folks' house onc ' ! -
sylvania, an¢ everyone thgre tﬁéézhth33330?2°n8¥§f?tm§:gt2§°éwgg zg;nbe
dygd beautiful shades of yellow-to-brown with a tealike brew gf onion
dkins. - ﬂlgo painted with magic markers, if you like them fancy. # of
course, bow;ng to popular demand, our years overseas with the Army were
?ot gearly as forcign as yours. . Tl Army tries. to transplant a bit of
wMCflCa to cvery overseas post, then wonders why the GI's and the natives
don't gect a}ong very well. # This was a fascinating account, Linda. By
all megans. givc us more in future mailings, - S ’ )



BL BANLIIMPO 1 (A.Lewis): If you ever have a plugzed-up drain and have
to get a plumber to unston it after all home
remedies have failed, vou'll appreciate the advantogcs of the British
system, Al. # In Italy the houses had two ele ctric circults: 220 volt
for appliances, and 1LUV for illumination only. It was against the law
to use the 110V circuit for anything else. Do you think that stopped
us from plugging in our 110V American appliances? ("nd Nancy flatly
refused. to pay the Italian tax on our radio. I bet we'rc still listed
on the tax-evader rolls in their archives). ## Row-houses with each
unit separately owned are quite common in this area. As also are
houscs whosc owner only rents the ground they stand on. I'd never
heard of "ground rent® until we moved to Baltimore; apparcntly it is
a Maryland lcgal pccularity that amuses hell oug of lawyers.

LLE/VY A JYPRLERT ) (G.Stecle): I've remarked before on pwple who don't
MOUN: BLINE ) put their zine's title on the cover. May

Oscar gnaw your fnalog files! # What
are you majoring in at collese? I mcan, you must be taking some obtner
collrge.. tlian Galis .

LesbS av LelliL '72 (Stecle): This sounds like you had a lot of fun;

if I knew or had ever heard of morc
than one or two of the people yon mention (pré= excepted) I'd probably
te more cnthusigstic about it.

Sil.ed> & GRino 5 (Budka): Peter Brown's peotry hardly lives up to the
high standards of S'PS versc, now does il
# I've been experimenting to try for better reproduction, too. The
Tackctt book review and the 1st page of the lettercolumn, for example,
were typced with an acetate shle et under the stencil., The rcest of this
stuff is just with the stencil (no cushion shect). Trouble is, back
in the BolLtstory section, that it was a pack of dried-out stepcils.
These scem better, but tﬁen, oo ;' "the “yper “is gebbing old . 1lf 'you
look in SW 100, the Bottstories there, you'll sec¢ how it cut a sharp
stencil 10 ycars ago, which was when I stencilled those (That's why
#9 followed the first two -- at Forrt Bliss, back in 1960, #9 was the
next in the series that I happened to have available at the time ).
# This isn't much more the South than your location, in, but on New
Year's Day I went out in the sarden and cut some Swiss Chard fa sup-
pcr. (Since then we've soiten a good frost which demolished the rea
maining crisp leaves). I think it's the proximity of the Great Lakes
which has such a dastardly influence on your climate. (Onc¢ of the main
rcasons why I've never felt impelled to move back to Michigan). # I was
a %id beforc clock radios, but my Dad used to turn on the radio when he
got up at 5:00 a.m., to start the coal firc in the living room stovc.
Station WJR in Dc¢troit used to broadcast a program of tango music at
5:00 a.m., 30-0dd yecars Bbter, 1 still can't stand¢ to hecar Tango music.
# Since IQ consists of mental ase divided by chronological age, it is
upsctiing to realize that every time one has a birthday onc's 10 drops
abruptly. I gucss the only cure is to sit up latc the night before
your birthday, studying like hell to bring up your mentgl age. # I
stapled SW #100 with an Arrow tacker-stapler, placing tle zines on a
picce of plywood with a notch in the edge to allow the staple to pene~
trate tle paper without railing it to thc board. /nd thea flipping it
over and batting down the prongs with a hammer. “fter all, for a 25th
‘nniversary Issuc One Must Soffur... (It took me a month of anxious
cogitation and experiment to devise this method, tho; for awhile I thot
I might havc to issue the 101 pages in about 3 segments, to suit the
capacity of my trusty Bostitch.) # Found a partial solution to the
electrical outlet problem when I shopped for parts to renlace a broken



wall outlet in tle kids' room recently (Since Steve has taken to rais-
ing tropical fish, his electirical consunption problems have becomi a-
te)e - thev now scll a three-outlet wall ¢ ket that with a
gg&s%ristgyggwéhehsgrowﬂriver’repIaceS the old fashicued two-outlet
wall sockets. At leaclu; if the 01ld screws aren't clogg.cwith innumer-
able coats of paint, and/or;corroded in their sockets, which makes a
more eomplicated opérati on out of the whole thing. Not to mention the
nccessity of obviously using the circuit tester to check, recheck, and
check again that there is no current-in the line, for the benefit of
cagerly watching offspring who will no doubt try their own hand at re-
pairing the. next outlet that goes bad. § Did any of you pwple evér
hcar of a Harleyburscr? It's a local (I think) chaih of drive-ins,
and their hamburger is setved on a sort of hoagie:bun with a kind of
spiced squerkraut over it. If this is an impreegse description, it is
bccause Harloeyburgers arc indescribable. But good. = . .

PAPAY/. 6 (Corncll): Many many thanx for your bookend-from-coathanger
‘ -'idea. It should stop some of the cascades of

books o f the ends of the shelves around here, - Now all I nced is some
MORE bookshelves... Over the past year or so:I've completed cataloging
(according to the Dewey system) all our nonfiction, which now takes up
all available shelf spacc (the fiction is mostly in back of the outer
row on the shelves, tho 'a couple cartons of it :is out in the garage/.
Of ¢ow sc, along with cataloging the books I:compiled:-an index by title
author and subject.(combined'ihfone“lcoseleaf glphabetical listing),
whicli has proved invaluable in researching Nancy's term papers and like
that, (I'think, of th¢ bibliogrephy in her article this issue, only
one of the books came from tle publie library rather than our own ® 1-
lection). # rhem...I wrdte “Spicy STF Stuff . Ralph Fluctte, a long-
gonc-Sagi naw fan; did thé 'illios (“He traces them from Planet Comics™
as ‘the ancient but no doubt true allegation.went). It was the product
ggFi~drunken oneshot session in Saginaw during our great feud with the

OULSILERS 89 (W.BAllard): What happened to YOUR faanish enthusiasm?
: . Never thought I'd see YH¢ ddf a 1-p OUT.

BASINGSIOME 26 (C.Ballard): Sounds like a fun summer.

Tﬁ? S/PPY HLP (Svoboda): See,’ thosc lackadaisical elderfen are Ib ving
C o : a bgd”iﬁflnénce:on you! | ' ’

OWL 7 (i .Cox): yDgesn‘t,apartment.living give you a recnewcd apprecia-
... ' tion of indiwvidual houses? One of thc blcakest pros-

pects of tlx world of the futurc is that it'll probably be so overpop-

ulated everyone will have to live in apartments, | |

MC'S Ow S.PS 100 (Carlberz)? According to Webster's Dictionary, unco

Co : o - - is a_Scottish dialect abbreviati on:of
Egcgﬁgg with g%g mTann1g ;romarkable“ or -'strange . Until I looked it
up just now, lL'd always thought it was derived from "uncommon® whi
turns out to be a fairly accurate bit of folk e€tymology at »that‘vfhlqh

FLER fnm GOLD RUSH (Harris): Looking forward to;your‘longer'zines.

PAPAY.L 7 (Cornell): A pure reincarnation of Norman Wansborough, if one
. : . Judges by,this publicapign,ﬁ, ‘

1A, INE-I/.C h?Q(E.Cox)E ;ﬁéy; ta ke some:Gitamin pills, Ed. Yo 're start-
- _ ,ing %o sound like an Old Fan and Tired. '



PUR QUE? 56 (D.Webbert): -I'm glad you characterized SW as “Gripping"
| y """ rathor than "Griping ¢ # Whatever you de-
cide to plant in the way of ground cover for your rock garden, DON'T
plant Gill-Cver-The -G:ound! : One of our neighbors did that about ten
years ago, and though his rock garden has long since bcoen ¢liminated,
the whole block is infusted with Gill-Ove r-The-Ground (which we mme
*Creeping Menace: during our jnitial encounters.with it, and still pre=
fer to the of ficial name.) Every year we- fight. a continuous Day-0f-" -
Tho-Triffids type battle:to uproot the stuff before the tendrils crecp-
ing thru the fence can ‘take root in our lawn. . (The main obje ction to
it is that it has a musty, unpleasant. odor when crushed, which takes
all the joy out of lawnmowing if your grass iz full of jt), Why don't
you use Strawberry plants as ground cover. and have a rock garden that
is useful as well as ornamental?l'# Sorry, the encyclopedia at and:
doesn't say what day of the year Leonardo daVinci was born: Besides,
going back that far you astrologers always lave to allow for the fact
that the calendar was reformed in the 18th Century, and you're never
sure whother the birth date cited -has been gonverted to the current
system or not. -:Bah, humbug. Much better to tell fortunes by inspe ct-
ing frog livers. Which mai lings d0 you nced the 00's of to complete
your collcction? I don't have(or rather, wouldn't bc able %o locate)
many extra oncs, but since the-earlier ones . were somctimes only two-
page things, it might:be-p® sible to make copies for you (if the 1i-
brary cver gets its .copying machine repaired, that 1is . # The only one
of Nancy's ® okbooks that has completely- disintegrated from use is one
called The Pennsylvania Duteh Cookboek. --Of course, it was only a pb
to begin with, and; alas, apparently out-of-print .now. # We built Mike
a dollhousc for Christmas this year {(Nancy has this long-repressed urge
to furnish a &)ll»house,-and:no;daughter_totwrpak it on -- so we made
Mike_a GQ%. Joe Headquarters and- Barracks). - €omplete with fu niture,
linolcum (Contact, that is), curtains, painted.wallpapcr, ctgc. He
plays with that more than with the expensive readymadc toys hc got.

LHE DOM 1 (Toskey): ;Thg_reasdn“the'in51de’of a glass container (car,

“ greenhouse, etc.) heats up (it 's known as the
agrccnhouse effect” incidently) is that radiant energy striking an
opagquc surface is ¢onverte d to heat. Glass 1¢ts the visible light in,
and it converts to heat (infra-red) upon striking the non-transpezent
floor or whatever. But glass is opaque ‘to infra-red, so the heat en-
crgy can't dissipate as it does in the open air. Consequently the tem-
peraturc inside the grecnhouse goes up. (Probably a vcrﬁ incoherent
explanation; I learned stuff like this 25 years ago and ‘haven't had to
verbalize the knowlcdgeisinqc)gj# Mockingbirds can bully starlings bc-
causc starlings arc nervous-type birds and a mockingbird is full of
sclf-confidence that he cah outfight anything on earth.’ At least, that
is thc impression their respective actions give, o

. GRYFFIN 2 (Dcnton): Maryland pulled a nice little trick on homeowners

this year. With great hoopla they kept the prop-
crty tax from rising, thcen went out and reassessed all the individual-
owned residential property, in some cases raising the as=gessed value
100%.. Along with many others we've filed a Qroucst against the in-.
crgase in our assessment; in a year or so we'll scc how it all turns
out. . _ S :

RUGER 'S REVENGE 3 (Bryant): How I MC is: Nandy reads thc bundle, afta

_ _ S ~ which it is thoroughly shufflcd (After I
recad the bundle, if I get it first, the zines ar¢ still in necat and
perfect order. Gah, wimmen!) and rather than waste time, I just write
me's in the arder the zines are stacked. So if yours is not commented
on, blamc¢ Nancy. I just ran out of space,



